
EU envoy 
talks on Brexit

Tim Minton OBE:
gonged for UK–Japan ties

316 20
Happy New Year!
It’s going to be a busy one ...

6The magazine of the 

British Chamber of 

Commerce in Japan

S I N C E  2 0 0 9

INNOVATION

DIVERSITY

MEDIA

BUSINESS

SPORT

ARTS

MUSIC

OPINION

COMMUNITY

EVENTS

and much more

bccjacumen.comJanuary 2020   |   ¥900

EDUCATION
SPECIAL

THE  
FUTUREOF 
EDUCATION

RSA and BCCJ team up to transform learning

17

SPECIAL REPORT

North Korea
Trade Fair 24

A
C

U
M

E
N



diploma.non-execs.ft.com 
ftnedasiainfo@ft.com 
+852 2905 5506

Develop the skills and knowledge to secure non-executive 
positions and succeed in them. 

The Financial Times Non-Executive Director Diploma is a 
fully-accredited postgraduate qualification that will 
improve your board effectiveness and contribution. 

Available in Hong Kong and London, the course 
covers the whole range of skills and knowledge 
needed for any non-executive role and 
is delivered through a combination of 
face-to-face and online learning.

Cohort 14: 10th March 2020 | Hong Kong
Cohort 15: 15th September 2020 | Hong Kong

LEAD A SUCCESSFUL   
NON-EXECUTIVE CAREER



32

January 2020
VOLUME 11, ISSUE 1

17

20

1024

10 6

6 DESPATCHES

Happy New Year! 

It’s going to be a busy one …

paul madden cmg
british ambassador to japan

9 PUBLISHER 

Tears, fears and cheers

simon farrell

10 MEDIA

UK–Japan news

13 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Shaping the twenties

Start as we mean to go on

lori henderson mbe

15 PRESIDENT

Bright business ahead

david bickle

17 BCCJ EVENT

The Future of Education

RSA and BCCJ team up  

to transform learning

aaron baggett

20 HONOURS

Tim Minton OBE

Gonged for volunteer services  

to UK–Japan relations

simon farrell

23 HONOURS

Japan-British Society 2019 Awards

HIH Princess Akiko honours two 

directors for boosting bilateral ties

24 BUSINESS & TOURISM

North Korea: open all hours

Trade fairs, 24/7 borders and 

casino-tourism defy sanctions 

simon farrell

31 TRADE

Out of EU, but still in Europe

EU Ambassador to Japan on Brexit

julian ryall

34 BEHIND THE MIC

From one year to the next

guy perryman mbe

36 ARTS

UK events in Japan 

(free tickets)

38 COMMUNITY

41 FORECAST

Feng Shui: 2020

What to expect in the  

Year of the Metal Rat

michiaki tanaka

42 OPINION

Of mice and men

noriko hama

INDUSTRY

Education

18 A-list

23



The British Chamber of Commerce in Japan 

BCCJ MISSION 
To strengthen business ties between Britain and Japan, promote 

and support the business interests of all our Members, and actively 
encourage new business entrants into the Japanese market 

as well as Japanese investment into the UK.

LEADERS 
President: David Bickle 

Deloitte Tomatsu Tax Co.

EXECUTIVE STAFF 
Executive Director: Lori Henderson MBE 

Operations Manager: Sanae Samata 
Membership and Marketing: Sam Maddicott 

Events Coordinator: Noriko Mita

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2019–20 
Alison Beale | University of Oxford Japan Office 

David Bickle | Deloitte Tohmatsu Tax Co. (President) 
James Dodds | KPMG 

Will Farquhar | Aston Martin Japan 
Iain Ferguson | Lloyd’s Japan Inc. 

Susumu Kaminaga | Individual Member 
Tove Kinooka | Global Perspectives K.K. 

Kentaro Kiso | Barclays 
Florian Kohlbacher | The Economist Group 

Paul Lirette | GlaxoSmithKline K.K. 
Heather McLeish | EY Japan 

Reiko Sakimura | Clifford Chance Law Office 
Noriko Silvester | Candlewick Co., Ltd. 

Richard Thornley, CBE | Individual Member 
Trevor Webster | Taylor Brunswick Japan K.K.

EX OFFICIO 
Chris Heffer | British Embassy Tokyo 
Matt Burney | British Council Japan

BCCJ ACUMEN 
Editor in Chief: Simon Farrell

HONORARY INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 
Hiroaki Fujii 

Sadayuki Hayashi GCVO 
Kazuko Kon MBE 

Robin J Maynard MBE 
Masaki Orita

British Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
Ark Hills Front Tower RoP 

2-23-1 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052 
Tel: 03-6426-5739  |  Fax: 03-6426-5749 

info@bccjapan.com  |  www.bccjapan.com

BCCJ ACUMEN is the magazine of 
the British Chamber of Commerce in Japan

Printed on paper certified by the US Forest Stewardship Council with 

vegetable oil ink certified by The Japan Printing Ink Makers Association.

Publishers of BCCJ ACUMEN for the 

British Chamber of Commerce in Japan, Custom Media is 

a digital content-creation and communications agency. 

Our focus is on print and digital publications, marketing 

solutions, social media, branding, websites, apps and 

videos in three areas: strategy, creation and digital.

Daiwa Azabudai Bldg. 6F

2-3-3 Azabudai, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0041

(03) 4540-7730

www.custom-media.com

To advertise or order BCCJ ACUMEN: inquiries@custom-media.com

WARNING/DISCLAIMER

Custom Media and the BCCJ will not accept liability for any damages 

caused by the contents of BCCJ ACUMEN, including, but not 

limited to, any omissions, errors, facts or false statements. 

Opinions or advice expressed in BCCJ ACUMEN are not  

necessarily those of the BCCJ or Custom Media.

© 2020 Custom Media K.K.

PUBLISHER 

Simon Farrell

PRESIDENT 

Robert Heldt

ART DIRECTOR 

Ximena Criales

SENIOR EDITOR 

C Bryan Jones

SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER 

Michael Pfeffer

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Charlotte Boisdequin

STAFF WRITER 

Aaron Baggett 

Megan Casson

ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 

Garreth Stevens

ACCOUNT MANAGERS 

James Greer 

Toshiya Haraguchi

HwaJin Lee

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  

DIRECTORS

Jody Pang 

Kotaro Toda

Edvard Vondra

HEAD OF  

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

Megumi Okazaki

WEB DEVELOPERS 

Brian Susantio 

Devin Surya Putra 

Jose Murinello

MEDIA COORDINATOR 

Misa Yashiro

PROJECT COORDINATOR 

Kana Numata



/BCCJapan

/BCCJapan

/BCCJ Company Page

/photos/bccjapan

CO
N

T
R

IB
U

T
OR

S

BCCJ members and writers are welcome to submit ideas for content,  

which will be reviewed by the publisher. simon@custom-media.com

C Bryan Jones 

Custom Media’s editor of 

BCCJ ACUMEN 

Noriko Hama

Professor at Doshisha University 

Graduate School of Business 

in Kyoto (page 42)

Julian Ryall

The Daily Telegraph correspondent 

in Japan (page 31)

Guy Perryman MBE

Radio broadcaster, voice actor and 

events producer who has been 

based in Tokyo since 1990 (page 34)

Paul Madden CMG

British Ambassador to Japan 

since January 2017 (page 6)

David Bickle

A tax partner with Deloitte 

Tohmatsu Tax Co. and president 

of the British Chamber of 

Commerce in Japan (page 15)

Lori Henderson MBE

Executive director of the British 

Chamber of Commerce in Japan 

since February 2011 (page 13)

Alec Jordan

Senior editor at Custom Media

Megan Casson

Staff writer for BCCJ ACUMEN 

(page 36) 

Michiaki Tanaka

Consultant and repre   sentative of 

World of Feng Shui Japan since 2003 

and the business partner of renowned 

feng shui expert Lillian Too (page 41)

Simon Farrell

Publisher and editor-in-chief of 

BCCJ ACUMEN and co-founder of 

Custom Media (pages 9, 20 and 24)

Aaron Baggett

Staff writer for BCCJ ACUMEN  

(page 17) 



6  bccj acumen, january 2020

DESPATCHES

Happy New Year! 
It’s going to be a busy one …
by paul madden cmg
british ambassador to japan  
photos: © british embassy tokyo

Akemashite omedeto gozaimasu. Happy New Year from all of us at 

the British Embassy Tokyo and Consulate General Osaka.

So, we enter the Year of the Rat or, as the Japanese would say, the 

Year of the Mouse. Neither the Japanese nor Chinese languages traditionally 

distinguished between the two rodents, whereas, for Brits, one is a potentially 

loveable pet while the other is a loathsome pest. In a similar way, I had always 

grown up thinking I was born in the Year of the Pig (2019 was one) but was 

pleased to find that, in Japan, it’s known as the Year of the Boar—an altogether 

more noble-sounding animal.

We had a busy end to 2019, with visits and events capping off what had 

really been an exciting year. I was briefly back in the UK to attend a conference 

about Japan at Ditchley Park, a beautiful stately home in Oxfordshire that is 

now used as an international conference centre. It was good to meet Japan 

experts from all around the world, including the US and China.

Bill Emmott, former editor of The Economist and now chair of both the 

Japan Society London and the International Institute for Strategic Studies, was 

in Tokyo to give the keynote speech at a big conference hosted by the Japan 

Institute of International Affairs. I enjoyed hosting a dinner for him.

There has been a change of guard at the Embassy of Japan in the UK. 

HE Koji Tsuruoka has returned to Japan after a sterling period in office over 

the past three years, during which he became a well-known figure on the 

London scene. We wish him well. I was delighted to be able 

to host lunch for HE Yasumasa Nagamine (right), the new 

Japanese Ambassador, who has moved there from Seoul, 

South Korea. He told me he knows the UK well, having 

studied at Oxford and previously worked at the London 

embassy. I look forward to working closely with him.

Honours and visitors

In November, I was delighted to host a ceremony to mark the investiture of 

distinguished Japanese businessman Kazuo Inamori (above), who had been 

honoured with a Knighthood by the Queen, for his contribution to UK–Japan 

relations as president of Kyocera Corporation, chairman of Japan Airlines, Co., Ltd., 

and chairman emeritus of KDDI Corporation, as well as his educational links to 

Oxford. It was also a big pleasure to see Professor Tim Minton of Keio University 

recognised by Her Majesty in the New Year’s Honours with an OBE for his 

voluntary work leading so many Anglo–Japanese organisations here (page 20).

The visit to Japan in November by Pope Francis, which included stops 

in Nagasaki and Hiroshima, came at the end of the country’s busy year 

of hosting global figures. As a Catholic, it was a great privilege to attend 

a packed Papal Mass at the Tokyo Dome, as well as a speech delivered 

by the Pope at the Kantei (the prime minister’s official residence), in the 

presence of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.
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Christmas in Tokyo

Just before Christmas, Sarah and I—along with a number of other Ambassadors—

were invited to go duck-netting together with Their Imperial Highnesses 

Princesses Mako and Kako at the Imperial Wild Duck Preserve in Chiba 

Prefecture. The historic pastime is a very unique spectacle, with the assembled 

diplomats brandishing what appear to be large butterfly nets. After being tagged 

for research purposes, the ducks are all released unharmed afterwards. On New 

Year’s Day, we visited the Imperial Palace for the traditional New Year’s greeting 

ceremony: this year, for the first time, with His Majesty the new Emperor.

Our third Christmas in Tokyo included several Turkey Dinners for senior 

Japanese guests over the preceding week, Midnight Mass at the private chapel of 

the Papal Nuncio, our children gathering here from London and Sydney, and a 

brief trip to Hakuba, Nagano Prefecture, where we managed to find some snow.

2020: a busy year ahead

This year is going to be just as busy as the 

last. I am expecting five things to keep us 

particularly occupied at the Embassy.

First, with Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

returned with a massive majority—

the largest for decades—the British 

government will now be able to get its 

business through Parliament after a 

protracted period when this appeared 

difficult. The Japanese government and 

Japanese investors will be reassured by 

this greater certainty as we depart the EU 

at the end of January. And Japan will be a 

top priority for negotiating an early new 

bilateral trade deal, based on the EU–

Japan economic partnership agreement.

Second, it has just been announced that Their Majesties the Emperor and 

Empress have accepted an invitation from Her Majesty the Queen to pay a 

State Visit to the UK in Spring 2020. Their Majesties will stay at Windsor Castle. 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming the Imperial couple back to 

a country which they know well from their time at Oxford University, and for 

which they clearly feel a strong affection.

Third, Japan will once again host a major sporting festival, with the Tokyo 

2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games this summer. We cycled past the new 

Olympic stadium over the Christmas holiday—it was looking impressive. 

We can expect strong GB teams at both events and large numbers of British 

fans, which will require a lot of support from the Embassy. The remaining 

half of our UK in Japan 2019–20 campaign will include a busy programme of 

“GREAT Weeks” linked to specific challenges for business and innovation, 

such as healthy ageing and the future of mobility. And there will be some 

blockbuster cultural visits, including by the London Symphony Orchestra, 

the Royal Shakespeare Company and works from the National Gallery.

Fourth, as you may know, Britain will be hosting COP26, the meeting of 

parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, in Glasgow 

in November. This is a top priority for Her Majesty’s Government and will be 

an important meeting where the world will be looking to see strengthening 

of emission reduction commitments from many countries, including Japan. 

The wave of unprecedented natural disasters in 2019—from typhoons 

in Japan to bushfires in Australia—reminded us of the importance of 

concerted action.

Fifth, we hope to see an early meeting of foreign and defence ministers, 

in the so-called 2+2 format. This will give renewed stimulus to the active 

programme for strengthening UK–Japan cooperation across many fields—

including defence, security, science and infrastructure—which was agreed 

between our two Prime Ministers last year.

Finally, as we face a new year, and indeed a new decade, let us spare a 

thought for those—the majority of the world’s population—who do not live 

in countries as prosperous, secure and healthy as Britain and Japan. Our two 

countries aim to be a force for good in the world through our policies and our 

major aid programmes. We can have even bigger impact by working together 

ever more closely. 

And Japan will be a top priority for negotiating  
an early new bilateral trade deal, based on the  
EU–Japan economic partnership agreement.
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Tears, fears and cheers 
simon farrell |  simon@custom-media.com

Looking for a New Year cause, challenge and 

health kick? If you missed the Knights in 

White Lycra (KIWL) information night at 

Rapha Clubhouse on 23 January, you still have time 

before applications close on 7 February to sign 

up for the eye-watering 500km four-day amateur 

fundraising cycling tour open to all individuals 

and firms.

KIWL, which has raised a staggering ¥67mn 

for various causes so far, has again chosen to 

support YouMeWe with its dream of installing a 

computer in all of Japan’s 600 or so children’s 

care homes, plus providing user instruction and 

support for career counselling, financial literacy 

and adult life.

What surprises me is the large number of fear-

less repeat KIWL riders. Founder Rob Williams tells 

me they are inspired not just by better health—or 

by the new friends they make on the ride and at 

the related training and fund raising events—but 

also by the significant personal achieve ment, the 

deep emotion of meeting the kids for whom they 

are raising funds and the ride through breath-

taking scenery, mostly on quiet country roads 

and river paths. And did I mention networking? 

Well, I’m very pleased to report that Custom Media 

recently introduced one of our clients to Rob, 

which is now KIWL's biggest-ever sponsor!

The riders’ fears and bruised limbs will soon 

vanish, but they will always be able to remember 

the ride thanks to Custom Media again providing a 

pro bono video of the entire odyssey. At least three 

of us here will join the 40–45-strong group, two as 

riders (including one from KIWL 2019, pictured 

below) working as photographer and videographer 

and, er, I plan to drive a support vehicle thanks 

again to sponsors Land Rover Japan.

As usual, we’ll also feature a full report in 

ACUMEN and publish the video on KIWL’s website, 

YouTube and In Japan TV, Custom Media’s online 

source for the best and latest of Japanese lifestyle 

and business, such as culture, food, entertainment, 

sport and much more.

There’s plenty of stand-up comedy online, 

especially featuring four-letter words, stereotypes 

and stale material. But Yuriko Kotani’s raucous live 

house at Good Heavens (page 36) on 10 January 

ensured a hastily arranged sell-out unscheduled 

encore the next day for the 39-year-old London-

based Japanese comedian. The eccentric book-

lined British pub in Shimokitazawa may not be 

as celebrated globally as other venues where she 

has performed—such as festivals at Glastonbury, 

Edinburgh and Brighton—but it was packed both 

times with a largely expat cheering crowd who 

politely lined up for autographs and hugs after.

Her wry observations on British sarcasm, time-

keeping, honesty, grumpiness, sexism, racism and, 

of course, Brexit drew the biggest laughs. And when 

she is not winning a BBC New Comedy Award, 

appearing on Stand Up Central or presenting a 

video series for the UK Foreign & Commonwealth 

Office to help rugby fans visiting Japan, she was a 

judge at the BCCJ British Business Awards in 2019.

Sign of the times

It’s great to see someone taking seriously the 

poten tial linguistic challenge caused by the 

expected influx of global sport fans and tourists for 

the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games 

from 24 July to 6 September. I spotted this simple 

“wet paint” sign for a solitary lamp post in my 

very local neighbour hood written in no less than 

18 languages. 
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UK TO BEAT JAPAN  
IN AD SPEND BY 2025
The UK will pass Japan to become the world’s third-largest advertising 

market by 2025. This was according to a 4 December report by the online 

news source MediaPost, which said UK advertising was up 7.8% in 2019. 

It was the sixth straight year of mid-to-high single-digit growth for the 

industry in Britain. 

“Since 2013, the United Kingdom’s advertising sector has expanded 

by more than half, up 55% over that year’s levels,” said Brian Wieser, 

global president of business intelligence at GroupM, the world’s largest 

advertising media firm. “With that growth, the United Kingdom is unam-

biguously the fourth-largest market on Earth”. If this trend continues, the 

UK will unseat Japan within five years.

AEON AND OCADO SIGN DEAL
Japan’s largest shopping mall developer and supermarket operator, Aeon Co. Ltd., 

has partnered with the UK-based online supermarket and technology firm 

Ocado Group Plc. A 29 November story in the Financial Times said the 

move was made to compete with rivals Amazon Fresh and the online grocery 

delivery service collaboration between Rakuten, Inc. and Seiyu GK, the Japanese 

subsi diary of US retailer Walmart Inc.

Ocado will build warehouses in the Kanto region and Aeon will utilise 

the firm’s automation and distribution technology. Aeon launched an 

online grocery service in 2008, but sales account for just 1% of its £78bn 

annual revenue. Japan’s online grocery market is worth £26.7bn, and that 

is expected to rise as society ages. The partners aim to develop capacity 

for ¥200bn (£1.35bn) in deliveries by 2023 and ¥1tn (£6.75bn) by 2035. The 

announcement boosted Ocado’s stock by 15%.

TOKYO, LONDON READY TO TALK TRADE
With the UK set to leave the European 

Union on 31 January, the governments of 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and 

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson hope to 

begin talks on a bilateral economic partner-

ship agreement (EPA) as soon as February. 

As NHK World reported on 6 January, the 

lifting of tariffs on autos is a top priority 

for Japan.

The terms of the EU–Japan EPA will 

continue to apply to trade with the UK until 

the end of December, but a new bilateral 

agreement will be required after this 

transition period. In addition to a one-on-

one EPA, Japan has stated its support for 

UK membership in the Comprehensive and 

Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 

Partnership.
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BRIT WINS 
KARAOKE TITLE
Jenny Ball, from Blackpool, England, 

has won the 2019 Karaoke World 

Championship. Some 43 finalists 

from around the globe competed on a 

stage at Kanda Myojin Shrine in Tokyo 

on 27–29 November. According to 

The Japan Times, Ball outsang more 

than 30,000 contestants to reach the 

finals and wowed judges with her 

renditions of Queen’s “The Show Must 

Go On” and Jennifer Hudson’s “And I 

Am Telling You” to take home the gold.

RAMEN CHAIN TO  
ADD MORE SHOPS
Shoryu Ramen is expanding its UK operations 

beyond the current 12 locations in London, 

Oxford and Manchester. Matteo Frigeri, director of 

franchising firm Seeds Consulting, with which Shoryu 

is partnering, said he believes the chain “can quickly 

become the number one ramen concept in Europe”.

(Big Hospitality, 29 November)

TOKYO SWEET  
ON MINT BALLS
Greater Manchester candy maker 

Uncle Joe’s Mint Balls is expanding 

overseas, having closed its first major 

order in Japan. Confectionery Production 

reported on 20 November that the 

Tokyo-based importer and distri bu-

tor Beau & Bon Ltd. purchased 6,000 

tins and bags of Uncle Joe’s signature 

sweets. The deal was reached after 

managing director Mitsuhiro Maeda 

I can’t believe it. The result doesn’t 

show how tough a game it was.
—Suzuki

SUZUKI CLAIMS BDO WIN
The British Darts Organisation (BDO) held the 2020 World Darts 

Championship on 11 January at the O2 Arena in London and 

Mikuru Suzuki captured the title for Japan, The Telegraph reported. 

With her 3–0 win over top-seed Lisa Ashton of England, a four-time 

BDO world champion, Suzuki secured back-to-back titles. Ashton 

won consecutive titles in 2017–18.

said that British brands with history are in demand 

in Japan. “[Uncle Joe’s] fits that demand perfectly and 

we are looking forward to a long and successful 

partnership with Beau & Bon”.

visited the Uncle Joe’s Mint Balls 

factory in Wigan. “We are hoping 

to develop a long-term relation-

ship,” Maeda said. Uncle Joe’s Joint 

Managing Director John Winnard 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Shaping the twenties
Start as we mean to go on 
lori henderson mbe

I wish a very happy and healthy new year to all 

members and friends of the British Chamber 

of Commerce in Japan (BCCJ) and readers of 

ACUMEN magazine!

With your feet now firmly back under the desk, 

you’re invited to kick off the decade with fruitful 

business exchange and networking opportunities 

by becoming ever more involved with the work of 

your chamber.

For starters, we’d be delighted if you and your 

colleagues attended our two January events. Both 

are designed, as always, to connect you with new 

people, ideas and energy.

Shinnenkai

Book your place for one of our annual favourites: 

the shinnenkai (New Year Party). This year’s event 

will take place on the evening of 23 January in the 

elegant surroundings of the Ginza Grand Hotel. 

Some 100 chamber members and guests from 

across the Tokyo business community will join 

us to celebrate the beginning of the Year of the 

Rat as we raise a glass to a year of successful 

business partnerships ahead.

Global forecast

Over lunch on 30 January, we will set the stage 

for 2020 and consider what the next 12 months 

might have in store for industry, geopolitics and 

the economy.

Led by the Economist Corporate Network 

Japan team, our 2020 Global Forecast session 

promises to delve into topics such as artificial 

intelligence and 5G technology, as well as how 

the private sector will move from obligation to 

opportunity on the matter of climate change and 

the UN’s sustainable development goals.

In politics, now that the Conservative Party has 

secured a powerful new mandate to “get Brexit 

done,” we will assess how the UK can move forward 

to shape a new era in its relationship with Europe 

and other trading partners, such as Japan. We’ll also 

consider how the relationship between Japanese 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and US President 

Donald Trump could have implications for the rest 

of the world as we move towards the some what 

dramatic 2020 US presidential elections.

For more details on both of these—as well as all 

upcoming BCCJ events—do visit our new website 

and let us know what you think!

Leaders

Have you ever considered how you could make more 

meaningful contributions to the work of the BCCJ? 

In the pursuit of bolstering UK–Japan relations, our 

Executive Committee (Excom) meets monthly to 

set and steer the strategic direction of the chamber.

Hot topics for Excom this year will include 

a UK–Japan trade deal, our BCCJ 5.0 initiative 

and a new, exciting coalition formed with other 

international chambers of commerce in Japan 

focused on the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games.

The 2020–2021 Excom nomination period 

will run from 14 February to 16 March, when 

the BCCJ office will be accepting nomination 

forms stating how candidates intend to serve 

the BCCJ membership during the coming year. 

In particular, we value nominations from female 

and younger members.

The election results will be revealed at our 

Annual General Meeting at the British Embassy 

Tokyo during the week of 20 April.

Talent

This month we look forward to welcoming two new 

leaders to the core BCCJ team—a senior adviser 

and an associate director—who will take the reins 

while I’m on maternity leave, starting in February. 

Please register for upcoming events and meet the 

two candidates who’ve been recruited for these 

exciting positions.

I look forward to seeing the chamber going from 

strength to strength under their leadership in 2020, 

and to returning to work towards the end of the 

year. I hope it’s a great one for you and yours! 

Kick off the decade with 

fruitful business exchange and 

networking opportunities.
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Bright business ahead
david bickle  |  @BCCJ_President

Happy New Year! As we start 2020, I look 

back at what a fascinating time 2019 

was to be in Japan and part of the 

British Chamber of Commerce in Japan (BCCJ). 

The G20, an Imperial coronation, and the Rugby 

World Cup formed a vibrant backdrop against 

which the chamber sought to enhance trust and 

opportunities for bilateral Japan–UK business. 

We did this by promoting dialogue and exchange 

around three core themes:

• Advancement of technology and digitisation

• Proliferation of socially responsible business

• Greater diversity and inclusiveness

The rapidly approaching Tokyo 2020 Olympic 

and Paralympic Games will ensure that, this year, 

Japan is again cast as a major player on the global 

stage. Doubtless, there are many organisations 

that would like to share that limelight and use 

the occasion to demonstrate their capability and 

expertise. I hope that British firms, in particular, will 

see this as an opportunity for greater collaboration 

with Japanese stakeholders.

Power of partners

The UK in Japan 2019–20 campaign, organised by 

the British Council Japan and the British Embassy 

Tokyo, provides an ongoing engine of activity with 

increasing momentum. Furthermore, the prospect 

of a future Japan–UK economic partnership agree-

ment offers a catalyst for serious discussion of 

mutual interests and opportunities. Individually, 

our countries have many unique and impressive 

capabilities. Together, in partnership at both the 

national and corporate levels, there is a chance to 

expand the frontier of expectation.

Tangible results

Recent examples are plentiful, especially where 

cutting-edge research is involved. In November, 

we saw Hitachi, Ltd. renew its 30-year partner-

ship with the University of Cambridge aimed at 

developing tech no logy to realise practical quantum 

computing. Exponentially faster than classical 

computers, the new machines have the potential to 

revolutionise crypto graphy and drug discovery. 

The Japanese giant also began collaboration with 

Cambridge Consultants Ltd. on the application 

of synthetic biology to address the burgeoning 

problem of plastic waste. In jet propulsion and 

turbo machinery, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd., 

remains a key long-term industry partner to the 

UK’s centre of research excellence.

Successful collaboration is also, in part, a func-

tion of the personalities involved, and a number of 

outstanding individuals have been duly recognised, 

including those featured in this issue of ACUMEN 

(pages 20–23). 

Journey together

In closing, as we embark on the start of an 

exciting new decade, let us remember the BCCJ’s 

purpose, its fundamental reason for being: that 

members make great connections with people 

who matter. That is why the chamber exists. That 

is why we are a community. That is what the BCCJ 

is for, and I hope this purpose will spark a desire 

among members to participate in the chamber’s 

many and varied initiatives and activities in the 

months ahead. 

As we embark on the start of an exciting new decade, let us 

remember the BCCJ’s purpose … that members make great 

connections with people who matter.
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THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION
RSA and BCCJ team up to transform learning

BY AARON BAGGETT

O n 10 December, The British Chamber of 

Commerce in Japan (BCCJ) hosted the 

Royal Society for the Encouragement 

of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (RSA) at 

the BCCJ Hub in Akasaka for an open discussion 

with members from Japan’s education sector. 

The event, entitled The Future of Education, was 

moderated by Kirsten O’Connor, founder and 

chief executive of BCCJ member firm Quest Tokyo.

The RSA is a prestigious London-based British 

fellowship with more than 29,000 members. Its 

mission is to promote the sharing of ideas and 

to use those ideas to address the challenges of 

society. Education is a key focus of the RSA and 

one of the largest projects in its 270-year history 

is now underway. The fellowship is matching 

funds from the British Government to research 

the importance and need for creativity, art and 

culture in school curricula. This aligns well 

with the BCCJ 5.0 initiative, which builds on 

Society 5.0 to support and encourage digital and 

tech innovation in fields such as education to 

overcome 21st-century challenges and improve 

the quality of life.

O’Connor opened the evening by saying that 

the event was an opportunity for BCCJ and RSA 

members to discuss what kind of education they 

want to see for their children, the key para digms 

and, most important, to discover what those in 

the industry can contribute.

Change the system

The long-term goal of the RSA in Japan, O’Connor 

explained, is to develop a discussion platform in 

Tokyo that is “above talking about the mundanity” 

to which those in the education sector are so often 

reduced. Instead, the dialogue should focus on 

creative ways to improve learning.

“We need to elevate that more to some of the 

bigger blue-sky issues in education today,” she 

said. “One of the things I love about the RSA is our 

specialisms … and I feel that we need to find ways 

to connect those more with schools and find ways 

to contribute”.

Unfortunately, changing the education system 

is no simple task. O’Connor presented slides 

showing classrooms throughout the past century. 

One thing that was clear is that, while conditions 

have improved, the way children learn remains 

essentially the same.

“These are contemporary issues for schools 

where we’re having arguments about whether 

curriculums should be really academic, or should 

they be fun. Why does it have to be one or the 

other? Why can’t academics be fun? Why can’t 

fun be academic?”

21st-century learning

The world is in the midst of Industry 4.0, the fourth 

industrial revolution. This encompasses every thing 

from the development of robotics and artificial 

intelligence (AI) to cloud computing and smart 

cities. Society is changing at an extraordinary pace 

BCCJ EVENT
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The A-List of Education
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and, according to O’Connor, students will need 

21st-century learning skills to have careers in the 

future—specifically when it comes to jobs that 

haven’t even been invented yet.

O’Connor quotes recent reports from the 

World Economic Forum which list the top 10 skills 

that individuals will need to be successful in 2020. 

The three most valued are:

• Complex problem solving

• Critical thinking

• Creativity

“You need to have the knowledge, but you 

need to be able to cognitively and flexibly use it,” 

O’Connor said. “You need to be able to apply it 

across different subjects in different situations”.

Local change

Japan, in particular, is taking steps to prepare for the 

changes brought on by Industry 4.0. The country’s 

Society 5.0 initiative aims to infuse data, the Internet 

of Things, AI and robotics into every sector of 

society—including education.

An example cited by O’Connor is the recent 

news that robots are being used in Japanese 

class  rooms to teach English. But what often 

ends up happening, she said, is much simpler: 

old-style class rooms simply add digital tools and 

teachers try to shoehorn technology into the 

same teaching system.

Society is changing at an extraordinary pace and,  

according to O’Connor, students will need 21st-century  

learning skills to have careers in the future.

“I think one of the things that we need to be very 

careful of, as educators and as people consuming 

education, is that we don’t end up going down the 

road of buying gimmicks. Is it creating the kind of 

students we need? It looks great. Kids love them. 

But does it make a difference? That is the question 

we’ve got to ask”.

Moreover, attendees commented that AI in the 

classroom has the possibility of eroding children’s 

critical thinking and natural curiosity if it is relied on 

too heavily. But O’Connor and others agreed that 

AI and computers could still be valuable tools in the 

classroom if they are employed effectively. As an 

example, she cited how schools in China launched 

a dedicated AI curriculum in spring 2019. “All of the 

children are learning how to code now—learning 

about something, not just learning through it”.

Before turning the room over to group 

discussion, O’Connor stressed the importance 

of innovative curriculums. “Things like ethical 

production and consumption, some of these 

bigger issues have got to start making their way 

into more of our curriculum so that we’ve got that 

global awareness”.

Real difference

As the evening came to a close, O’Connor re-

empha sised the goal of establishing a plat form 

for educa tional discussion in Tokyo.

“This seems like, even within this room right 

now, we’ve got lots of very interested, informed, 

knowledgeable, invested people. I’m hoping that 

means we’ve got some momentum for generating 

conversation, and I’m hoping that we will create 

more connectivity. It’s important that some of our 

specialisms, passions and knowledge are connect-

ed with schools”.

O’Connor ended the night with a quote from 

American cultural anthropologist Margaret Mead: 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 

it’s the only thing that ever has”.

“I do believe,” said O’Connor, “that there are 

small groups of people around this world that can 

make a real difference”. 
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TIM MINTON OBE
Gonged for volunteer services to UK–Japan relations

BY SIMON FARRELL

HONOURS

E ach year, the Foreign & Commonwealth 

Office announces the Queen’s New 

Year Honours list in recognition of truly 

exceptional and outstanding service to Britain 

abroad. On 27 December, 100 recipients were 

named, and among them were Keio University 

Professor Tim Minton, known well in the Tokyo 

community for his roles with the Japan-British 

Society and the Cambridge & Oxford Society. 

Tim has been appointed an Officer of the Most 

Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE), and 

ACUMEN spoke with him to learn more about 

his years of dedication to UK–Japan ties.

Congratulations on your OBE. Why do you feel 

you were awarded this honour?

According to the Foreign & Commonwealth 

Office’s press release, it was for my “substantial 

and wide-ranging volunteer activities in support 

of various bilateral friendship organisations”. 

Specifically, I’ve been on the board of the Japan-

British Society for five and a half years—executive 

director for three and a half—and, for the past two 

decades, I’ve also been honorary secretary of the 

Cambridge & Oxford Society, Tokyo, which counts 

among its members the Emperor and Empress, 

Princess Takamado and Princess Akiko of Mikasa. 

I’m also secretary of The Tokyo Club, which is 

dedicated to promoting cordial relations between 

Japan and other countries, not only the UK. And 

I can look back on four years as a trustee of the 

British School in Tokyo, many years of assisting the 

late Ian de Stains OBE with the musical component 

of his annual Christmas charity performances at the 

British Embassy Tokyo, and the four concert tours 

of Japan my wife and I arranged for the Choirs of St 

John’s College Cambridge and New College Oxford 

in the late 1990s and early noughties.

What does this award mean to you?

It’s a great honour, so naturally it means a lot. 

Many of the congratulatory messages that arrived 

in my inbox told me how much I “deserved” the 

award, but I don’t imagine I’m alone among 

recipients of such awards in wondering exactly 

how deserving I am. Such thoughts were going 

through my mind as I watched Martin Scorsese’s 

With friends, fellow members and VIP guests after the 2019 Japan-British Society Awards gala dinner at The Okura Tokyo in November (page 23)
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The Irishman the other day, and Frank Sheeran 

(Robert De Niro) gave me a new perspective: in his 

acceptance speech, after receiving an award—not 

an OBE—he said, “I don’t really deserve this. But I 

have bursitis, and I don’t deserve that, either!”

I was certainly pleased that my award was 

“for services to UK–Japan relations,” because 

people probably tend to think of international 

relations in terms of how well countries get along 

at the governmental level. There’s no doubt, of 

course, that the UK and Japan enjoy an excellent 

relationship at that level, but the strong ties between 

the two countries are also built on close personal 

friendships between many people on both sides. 

If I have been able to contribute in any small way 

by creating opportunities for those friendships to 

blossom, I am very happy. I am concerned, though, 

about the declining number of young Japanese 

going abroad to study, as this will only reduce the 

number of those crucial personal ties. I work for 

Keio University’s School of Medicine, where I’m 

pleased to say we’re bucking the trend—not only by 

If I have been able to contribute in any small way by 

creating opportunities for [UK–Japan] friendships to 

blossom, I am very happy.

sending increasing numbers of our students abroad 

on study programmes but also by welcoming more 

and more overseas students here. But the general 

trend is worrisome.

Were you surprised to hear about your British 

order of chivalry?

Yes, of course. I happened to be in London at the 

time, as was British Ambassador Paul Madden, 

and he sent me an email suggesting a quick 

drink because he needed to have a word about 

something. I had no idea what that “something” 

was, and his “By the way …” caught me completely 

by surprise. I seem to remember babbling fairly 

incoherently for a couple of minutes!

How did you celebrate?

I haven’t really celebrated yet, because I didn’t 

want to divert too much attention away from the 

wedding of my younger daughter, which took place 

on the very day the award was announced! I’m 

planning to celebrate with my family after attending 

an investiture at Buckingham Palace or Windsor 

Castle, but I haven’t yet received a list of dates to 

choose from.

Do you have time for hobbies, travel or other 

interests?

I don’t have as much time as I’d like, but I can 

look forward to a lot more when I retire from 

Keio four years from now. With all three of our 

children and three grandchildren—so far—living 

in London, I think my wife and I will spend much 

more time over there than we currently do, but we 

will certainly maintain our primary residence in 

Japan. I like travelling and love spending time in 

the mountains of Japan but, since my wife is very 

much a city girl, I don’t think I’m in any danger of 

becoming a hermit!

Do you have any news from the William 

Adams Club?

It has been very exciting to play a part in the project 

to excavate his likely remains, but I don’t think it’s 

for me to reveal the current situation regarding 

the remains. I can say, however, that the memorial 

at the British Embassy Tokyo will be unveiled as 

scheduled on the 400th anniversary of the death of 

William Adams—16 May—and that there will also 

be a lot of commemorative activities taking place 

in Hirado over the weekend of 30 May. 

At the British Embassy Tokyo for the Cambridge & Oxford Society Tokyo’s centenary celebrations in March 2005
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JAPAN-BRITISH SOCIETY  
2019 AWARDS 

HIH Princess Akiko honours two directors for boosting bilateral ties

people and to devote himself to reconstruction. 

In 2015, he became the director of the Ishinomaki 

Community and Information Centre, where local 

residents and visitors could interact and share 

informa tion about the earthquake and tsunami.

 Halberstadt said: ”I am very grateful, and not 

a little overwhelmed, to have been chosen for 

this year’s Japan-British Society Award. One of 

the reasons for this is I feel that I was selected 

not so much for something I did, but rather for 

something that happened to me.

”I would like to take this opportunity to offer 

my profound thanks to the Ambassador and his 

staff for how they handled my situation, and the 

understanding and compassion that they showed 

when I made my decision to stay. Bureaucrats are 

often looked at as unfeeling or procedure obsessed, 

but I have nothing but the highest praise for the 

help and encouragement they showed me at that 

time, and I will never forget it“.

He still receives requests for interviews, 

lectures and writing about the earthquake and the 

current situation in Ishinomaki, both in English 

and Japanese. 

The Japan–British Society (JBS) annual 

awards recognises “significant work in 

the field of Japanese–British relations 

by individuals and organisations that have not 

otherwise been acknowledged”. The JBS was 

founded in 1908 “to encourage the study of things 

British and promote cordial relations between the 

peoples of the United Kingdom and Japan”. Today, 

it has about 1,700 members and is supported by 

Japanese and British firms.

This year’s JBS awards were announced at 

the annual gala dinner, held on 28 November 

at The Okura Tokyo. After the guest speech by 

BBC Tokyo correspondent Rupert Wingfield-

Hayes, HIH Princess Akiko of Mikasa presented 

inscribed silverware to the two recipients: 

Masamichi Yokoi, director of the Daiwa Anglo-

Japanese Foundation’s Tokyo office, and 

Richard Halberstadt, director of the Ishino maki 

Community and Information Centre. Each 

was honoured for their contribu tions to the 

furthering of Anglo–Japanese relations.

The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation

The purpose of this UK charity, established in 1988 

with a generous benefaction from Daiwa Securities 

Co., Ltd., is to support closer links between Britain 

and Japan, making grants available for individuals, 

institutions and organisations to promote links 

between the two countries across all fields of 

activity. This includes the awarding of scholar-

ships to young British graduates to study Japan 

and its language.

The foundation’s Tokyo office has supported 

nearly 200 young Britons visiting Japan on its 

scholarships. These scholars had little knowledge 

of Japan or its language on arrival in Tokyo, but the 

scholarships allowed them to acquire language 

skills and contribute to UK–Japan relations in 

various fields, such as art, business and education.

Accepting the award on behalf of Daiwa, 

Yokoi said: ”We are very grateful that the British 

Embassy has supported our office, our project 

and our 176 British Daiwa Scholars over 30 years. 

If you have a chance to visit London, you are 

welcome to visit our London office, [in front of 

which] 27 cherry trees were planted in October 

in Regent Park“.

Richard Halberstadt

A native of Reading, Halberstadt graduated from 

SOAS University of London, where he studied in 

the Japanese Department, and obtained a Master 

of Arts in Literature from the University of Reading. 

He has lived in Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, 

since 1993, where he taught at Ishinomaki 

Senshu University.

On 11 March, 2011, when the Great East Japan 

Earthquake and Tsunami struck the Ishinomaki 

area, he decided to continue living with the local 
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NORTH KOREA: OPEN ALL HOURS
Trade fairs, 24/7 borders and casino-tourism defy sanctions 

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY SIMON FARRELL

BUSINESS & TOURISM

Business was brisk at the 15th annual 

Pyongyang Autumn International Trade 

Fair, while Asians and Europeans also kept 

the tourism industry busy on my recent trip to the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)—

that’s North Korea—where the rules, people and 

borders were remarkably open and flexible.

With 187 Chinese booths, there 

were 360 global exhibitors openly 

offering for retail or wholesale every-

thing from luxury yachts, Lexus cars 

and mid-sized trucks to ginseng, 

massage tools, drones, “instant and 

perfect cures”, canned soda and 

coffee stamped with a London 

address. Electric bicycles went for $300–500—

although most prices were in euros due to the 

dearth of American visitors. Anything with Disney 

characters drew a queue. I also heard haggling 

in Italian, East European and Southeast Asian 

accents near booths for electronics, machinery, 

metals, construction materials, transport, medicine, 

agriculture, artificial intelligence products, light 

industry, luxuries and food.

On the streets and at the main tourist spots, 

the 2018 book by Travis Jeppesen, See You Again 

in Pyongyang, came to mind when I encountered 

a British woman on her third visit in two years, 

another European on his second trip in 12 months, 

and a mixed Western group of about 10 enjoying 

their 23rd consecutive day and already planning 

to return.

Surprisingly, I was allowed to photograph 

almost anyone and anywhere in public—except 

the most revered or sensitive spots. Contrary to 

reports of foreign tourists being compelled to 

respect certain sites, an Australian with me politely 

declined to view the ghoulish mausoleums of 

Kim Il-sung (1912–94) and his son Kim Jong-il 

(1942–2011) due to his Christian sensitivities. Our 

minders happily allowed him to stay on the bus.

We were forbidden to leave our hotel grounds 

unescorted, but there was no obvious security to 

enforce this. Accommodation was in an ageing 

skyscraper on an island near the Pyongyang city 
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BUSINESS & TOURISM

centre and a traditional and basic single-story 

ryokan-style inn, enclosed by high walls and a deep 

moat, near the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 

at Kaesong, a three-hour drive from Pyongyang. 

Much of the last 48 hours, however, was spent 

without minders at the bustling trade fair and in a 

six-bunk sleeper cabin with locals on the overnight 

train back to Beijing.

But I was proudly dismissed with contempt 

when I asked about email and Wi-Fi: My minder 

harrumphed: “North Korea doesn’t have internet; 

we have intranet”.

Visitors can bring cameras, cell phones, laptops, 

notebooks, pens, recorders and any device (except 

those equipped with GPS), as long as you declare 

them on arrival. And hotel guests could call abroad 

from their room.

British, Japanese and many others are welcome, 

but not South Koreans. North Korea welcomes 

Americans, but the United States bans its citizens 

from going there. British and other visitors to the 

United States who have been in North Korea since 

March 2011 are ineligible for the visa-free ESTA 

programme available to 37 nations.

What’s on the itinerary?

As I had been declined a visa by North Korea several 

years earlier, I was relieved to be quickly approved 

after booking online with a UK-run travel agent 

in Beijing. As well as the trade fair, the package 

featured Pyongyang’s epic Arirang Mass Games 

gymnastics spectacle and its 17th International 

Film Festival, plus visits to the contentious DMZ, 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites, mausoleums 

and “war crime” museums, as well as the atheist 

nation’s 14th-century Buddhist and Confucian 

tombs and temples.

The smooth 90-minute flight from Beijing to 

Pyongyang was apparently well stocked up for the 

trade fair, with tons more goods than passengers 

at check-in.

Spotless and efficient, Pyongyang International 

Airport officially serves only China and Russia. 

Friendly officers didn’t open my bags or notice 

the wrong passport number in my tourist card 

visa. After the pleasant 20-minute minibus drive 

along orderly streets lined with colourful flowers, 

we pulled up at the imposing 47-storey Yanggakdo 

International Hotel.

A minder kept my passport and paranoia set in 

as I scanned the hammer-and-sickle propaganda 

art on corridor walls and remembered Otto 

Warmbier. The American student died in 2017 of 

“botulism” or “torture” soon after serving hard 

labour for allegedly stealing art from his hotel. 

This hotel.

North Korea does not spy on guests, however, 

I was assured by industry insiders I had met in 

Beijing who requested anonymity. “As if the North 

Koreans have the time, resources and incentive 

to watch every guest 24/7; and what would they 

learn, anyway?” One British businessman who 

frequently visits Pyongyang told me his colleague’s 

bathroom ceiling once fell down and he “looked 

up but couldn’t see a camera”—so that’s alright 

then! “And everything’s been reported anyway, 

so who cares what foreign journalists write?”

Miami or Cape Town? No, it’s Pyongyang!
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Karaoke with Kim: “It’s a dream to see him every day”

Okonomiyaki Pyongyang-style Ubiquitous kimchi

First night fail

I was looking forward to the featured movies 

Run and Run, My Mother Was a Hunter and 

O, Youth! But the promised film festival opening 

ceremony tickets failed to materialise. I was 

treated instead to a private showing of Comrade 

Kim Goes Flying, a 2012 British–Belgian–North 

Korean romantic comedy.

At the Grand People’s Study House (central 

library), which “holds 30mn”, British (and other 

foreign) dog-eared publications and music CDs 

were available in minutes on written request. 

They included Harry Potter, Jane Eyre and Oasis. 

Minders often tried to divert me to tombs and 

temples (there’s even a granite monolith devoted 

to the Dear Leader’s signature!), but they are hard 

sells to cynical travellers against classic draws 

such as these:

• A ride with friendly and curious commuters 

on Pyongyang’s cavernous subway of colourful 

murals, plunging escalators (so long and slow 

that some passengers squat down to nap), 

extravagant chandeliers, marble floors, as well as 

cheeky school kids who practiced English with 

me and a pensioner who offered me his seat. 

• Posing for selfies as you stretch your legs 

under the actual table and sit on the actual 

seat in the actual room, unchanged (except for 

added air-conditioners) since 1953, where the 

Korean Armistice Agreement was signed and 

is displayed, at the DMZ.

• Marvelling at the Victorious Fatherland 

Liberation War Museum as a revolving circular 

centre stage slowly glides you on a macabre 

360-degree pilgrimage through a theatrical 

3D battleground. The performance features 

gruesome sound effects, bloodied and battered 

mannequins with missing limbs, as well as 

scattered personal and military items from 

captured enemy in the Korean War (1950–53).

• Visiting the innocuous-sounding Kumsusan 

Palace of the Sun—my favourite site—which 

displays in transparent coffins the embalmed 

remains of North Korea’s designated “eternal 

leaders”, founder Kim Il-sung and his son 

Kim Jong-il.

BUSINESS & TOURISM
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Even if you’ve seen the mausoleums of 

Vladimir Lenin, Ho Chi Minh and Mao Zedong, 

this 10,700m2 pile is the world’s largest and most 

extravagant of modern times. One room alone 

measures a full square kilometre.

Visitors must deposit at reception any wallets, 

bags, electronic devices, cameras, cell phones, 

pens, sunglasses and thick-frame eyeglasses; 

written rules ban shorts, hats, T-shirts, open shoes, 

eating, drinking, smoking, smiling and pointing; 

smart wear with collar, tie, socks and laces are 

de rigueur.

We were transported at a steady pace under 

strict orders to stand ramrod straight, arms by 

our sides and dead still for about 1.5km along 

a subterranean walkway lined with portraits 

and landscapes. Armed men in dark suits and 

combat fatigues glared from behind dark glasses. 

We stumbled over damp shoe sole-cleaners and 

squeezed through 2m-high powerful arched 

fan-blowers—both to detect hidden devices and 

remove dust harmful to the sterile environment.

NORTH KOREANS  
DON’T LIKE IT IF YOU:
• Offer to buy the Kim badges compulsory 

for adults to wear in public; they are very 

hard to replace and illegal for foreigners 

to possess

• Fold, point at or place upside down 

images of living, deceased, supreme or 

eternal leaders

• Sit on anything in public except a seat

• Display too much bare skin

• Ask political or personal questions

• Ask for North Korean currency

to the best hotspot where I sat to exchange 

instant LINE and email texts with startled friends 

and colleagues in Tokyo and London; one was 

convinced I had been kidnapped or my phone 

had been stolen or hacked.

After a week of online silence, I also enjoyed 

the BBC, Japan News and extensive googling to 

catch up on five days of missed news. I recalled 

with a smirk: “North Korea doesn’t have internet; 

we have intranet”.

Perhaps it was good that I hadn’t discovered 

this hack on my first night.

Finally, I unwound at the end of the trip on the 

optional 23-hour Pyongyang-Beijing express to freely 

mingle with locals without minders and buy late 

souvenirs on frequent stops at station platforms. 

In groups of four, we were finally led in to 

bow deeply at the feet and sides of both bodies in 

separate chambers. There was total darkness except 

for the blood-red spotlights illuminating the ghostly 

pale eternal leaders. We were then whisked though 

two rooms of ceiling-high glass cases displaying 

many of their clothes and weapons as well as 

presents, medals, awards and certificates from gov-

ernments, universities and other organisa tions in 

mostly communist countries or other dictatorships.

On the last evening, after the trade fair, I got 

permission to swap our group’s farewell dinner 

for refreshing sundowners in our hotel rooftop’s 

revolving restaurant—accompanied by a 

minder. Over Budweiser and a ¥1,200 bottle of 

Italian wine, we rested our tired feet to soak up the 

classic sunset view below of the brief rush hour 

and muddy Taedong River winding through the 

faintly lit streets and dark, distant suburbs.

My minder revealed there was a casino in the 

hotel basement, but only for foreigners, so we 

agreed I would go there alone and meet again 

later. In the lift down, a British woman from the 

travel industry based in China whispered to me as 

she texted that, yes, you could get free Wi-Fi in the 

casino. I followed her vague directions via a dusty 

labyrinth of dark, empty, silent corridors with low 

ceilings along a pungent trail of cigarette smoke 

and unmistakable sounds of slot machines and 

shouting in Chinese. After sheepishly entering 

one of the country’s three legal casinos, I asked 

for €10 (¥1,200) of chips, and the cashier also 

gave me the Wi-Fi password. She pointed me 

BUSINESS & TOURISM
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1

The Kumsusan Palace of the Sun

To view the preserved remains of Kim Il-sung and 

Kim Jong-il lying in state, bathed in blood-red 

light inside their transparent crystal sarcophagi.

2

Pyongyang International Trade Fair

From practical to luxury, the annual autumn and 

spring trade fairs defy various United Nations, 

EU and countries’ sanctions. 

1

BUT WHY VISIT NORTH KOREA?

2

The UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office advises against all but essential travel  
to North Korea: www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/north-korea

BUSINESS & TOURISM

Stalls offer products for import and export that 

are made locally, regionally and globally, such as 

electric bicycles, small yachts and tractors.
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3

Korean Demilitarized Zone and the original 

Korean Armistice Agreement established to 

end hostilities 

To sit where it was signed in 1953, and to endure 

loud lectures on “American imperialism.” Located 

an uneventful three-hour drive from Pyongyang, 

with farmers and builders toiling alongside the 

pothole-scarred road to Kaesong—our only rural 

view of the week. 

6

The 23-hour Pyongyang-Beijing train

To freely mingle with locals without minders; 

enjoy brief souvenir stops and a cozy restaurant car.

4

Pyongyang’s marbled subway

Claims the world’s longest murals, deepest 

escalators, and cheapest tickets.

5

Victorious Fatherland Liberation War Museum 

An eerie monument to perceived injustices 

and victories. You are taken, seated, on a moving 

360-degree journey around a movie-set-like bloody 

battle  ground, and graphic exhibits of captured 

enemies’ personal and military items.

5

6

3

4

BUSINESS & TOURISM
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TRADE

A ll the protagonists—the European Union, 

the UK and Japan—would feel the nega-

tive effects of a hard Brexit and the EU 

is doing everything in its power to ensure that 

Britain’s departure from the union is as amicable 

and tranquil as possible, said Patricia Flor, the 

EU’s ambassador to Japan, at the Foreign Corre-

spondents’ Club of Japan in December.

But, should the worst-case scenario come to 

pass, she added, Europe is prepared. “Let me say 

that, for the European Union and for me personally, 

many of us regret that the UK opted to leave.

“However, we accept that this was a democratic 

and sovereign choice by the British people and, 

of course, that means we respect this decision.

“Ever since [the referendum], the efforts of 

the EU have been aimed at ensuring that this 

exit happens in an orderly fashion, that we can 

safeguard the rights of citizens and that we can 

find a good transition method for businesses,” 

she said. “[Also] that we can ensure that there is 

certainty about how the future will develop and, 

lastly but very importantly for the EU, that we can 

protect the single market and our own cohesion 

and unity in the process”.

One large component of that, Flor said, is the 

question of the border between the Republic of 

Ireland and Northern Ireland, one of the most 

controversial and intractable issues that has held 

up Britain’s withdrawal from the EU.

Brexit at last?

The new date agreed for Britain’s withdrawal 

has been set for 31 January, 2020. Given the 

results of the 12 December election—in which 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson won a landslide 

majority—it appears that Brexit will finally 

happen on this date.

German-born Flor, who served as the EU’s 

special representative for Central Asia and as 

The EU ambition and objective has always been that we should 

then construct a very strong future relationship between the 

United Kingdom and the European Union.

German Ambassador to Georgia before being 

appointed the EU’s Ambassador to Japan in 

November 2018, insisted that the EU is committed 

to an orderly Brexit.

“On top of that, the EU ambition and objective 

has always been that we should then construct a 

very strong future relationship between the United 

Kingdom and the European Union, because the 

UK may leave the EU but they won’t leave Europe,” 

she said. “They are our neighbours. There are 

many connections—families, mixed marriages, 

companies, universities—so none of that will 

really change”.

Since being posted to Japan, Flor admitted, she 

has fielded many questions from Japanese corpora-

tions and businesspeople about the effect and 

implications of Brexit on their interests in Europe.

“I am quite aware that Brexit has weighed 

heavily on the minds of Japanese companies 

because the UK has been a traditional point of 

entry for the EU market as a whole. So, this is 

an area where Japan and the EU have been like-

minded,” she said.

“Prime Minister [Shinzo] Abe has also called 

for an orderly Brexit and for some insurance about 

how the future economic and business relationship 

will develop. We have the same interests, and this 

is a very important topic for the Japanese economy 

as a whole”.

Future free trade

Flor pointed out that the EU—including, for the time 

being, the UK—recently signed the world’s largest 

free trade agreement. The Japan-EU Economic 

Partnership Agreement (EPA), which came into 

force on 1 February, 2019, accounts for nearly 30% 

of the world’s gross domestic product and 40% 

of global trade. Questions linger, however, over 

how Japanese companies which have production 

facilities in the UK, such as Nissan Motor Co. Ltd., 

will fare after Britain’s departure from the bloc.

“The EPA currently applies to the UK, and it will 

continue to apply as long as the UK is a member 

state,” she said, adding that, under the terms of 

the withdrawal agreement, the same procedures 

would be in place for a certain period of time to 

ensure continuity.

“But everything beyond that depends on the 

outcome of negotiations between, first, the EU 

and the UK about future relationships, meaning 

the question of would the UK still be part of the 

single market, or would it be a customs union or 

whatever,” she said.

“But then, secondly, it totally depends on what 

kind of trade agreement the UK might then want to 

negotiate with Japan, and how Japan would then do 

these kind of negotiations. As you can see, there are 

a lot of variables and, therefore, it’s not possible to 

now predict how this will turn out.

“The only thing that I would say is that if we do 

have the hard Brexit scenario, that would mean 

that, on the first day once the UK has left the EU, the 

economic partnership agreement—with all of its 

benefits—would immediately cease to apply to the 

UK, which is why it is not a very attractive scenario”.

The EU has done what it can to soften the 

impact of Brexit, she said, but warned “it will still 

be painful”. 

OUT OF EU, BUT 
STILL IN EUROPE

 EU Ambassador to Japan on Brexit
BY JULIAN RYALL
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PUBLICITY

On a fine November morning, a group 

of senior executives from CEO Insights 

Group was privileged to take an exclusive 

walking tour of Tokyo’s Marunouchi district. 

Con ducted by Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd., one of 

the largest real-estate developers in Japan involved 

in property management and architecture research 

and design, the tour was designed to show the 

deep history of Marunouchi and why it’s one of 

the most desirable places to work in Tokyo. The 

time our group spent going through the area 

brought insights to the CEOs and also exposed 

Mitsubishi Estate to the interests and priorities of 

the multinational corporations as they conduct 

business in Japan and greater Asia.

Inside the circle

Established in 2004 by Spencer Wolfe, chief 

executive officer of AINEO Networks, CEO Insights 

is an informal, monthly gathering of C-level 

executives. On these occasions, the leaders share 

knowledge and discuss trends on a wide range of 

topics while keeping up on the latest in human 

It is also Tokyo’s financial district, and the 

country’s three largest banks are headquartered 

there. During the Edo Period (1603–1867), the area 

belonged to military lords. Following the Meiji 

Restoration in 1868, it came under the control of 

the national government, which erected barracks 

and parade grounds for the army. The land was 

later purchased by Mitsubishi for the development 

of office buildings fashioned in the style of 19th-

century Western architecture. The area was later 

redeveloped to a modernized, concrete design and, 

eventually, to high-rise buildings we see today.

Past meets future

The first stop on the walking tour was the historic 

Otemachi Building. Built in 1958, it is one of the 

oldest in the area and is only now undergoing 

renovation. Several other buildings from that 

period have already been redeveloped, but the 

high-quality materials used in the construction 

of the Otemachi Building—along with careful 

maintenance—has allowed it to last longer than 

other buildings. In fact, it is aiming to become the 

first 100-year-old office building in the Marunouchi 

area. It also has a shrine dedicated to the goddess 

Otemachi Kannon, who brings prosperity and 

safety to those who work in the area.

With its wide 200-meter-long corridors, the 

building is home to Inspired.Lab, a new creative 

work space designed to increase communication 

and collabora tion between large companies and 

start ups with cutting-edge technologies. Acting 

as a hub, Inspired.Lab offers business facilities, 

including a design thinking space, Makerspace 

with 3D printers as well as moulding and produc-

tion equip  ment offering the latest technologies. 

Tenants can use these to create prototypes and 

products, and have access to the free workspace and 

community lounge that encou rages dialogue and 

idea-sharing. Private offices and hot desks, where 

concentrated and confi dential work can be done, 

are also available.

resources, legal matters, taxation, government, 

media, and virtually any other area of interest.

At the Otemachi Park Building, home to 

Mitsubishi Estate’s head office, team members 

from the company gave the exe cutives a brief 

introduction to the history of Marunouchi, a 

commercial district located between Tokyo Station 

and the Imperial Palace in Chiyoda Ward. The 

name, meaning “inside the circle,” derives from 

its location within the palace’s outer moat.

PAST AND FUTURE 
OF BUSINESS
Walk through history in Marunouchi
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“You can see they are a real 

estate devel oper with vision”.

PUBLICITY

Imperial gateway

The next stop was the famous Marunouchi 

Building. Walking along the spacious Nakadori 

Street, the executives learned about how land-

owners in the area joining together to main tain a 

neat, aesthetically pleasing landscape. An historic 

guideline among developers in the region ensures 

that the area’s skyline remains tidy. 

The Marunouchi Building was designed to meet 

the original height limit of 31 meters (100 feet), 

and Nakadori’s 20-meter-wide sidewalks were 

purposefully designed following the golden ratio 

to make them aesthetically pleasing.

Also in the area is Tokyo Station, which is 

connected to the Imperial Palace by Gyoko-dori 

Avenue, which, in the past, was closed to the public 

and only used for ceremonial occasions such as the 

Emperor’s official travel—which is called gyoko in 

Japanese—or when foreign diplomats visited the 

Emperor to provide their accreditation.

The premier floor

On the 34th floor, at the top of the Marunouchi 

Building’s office zone, The Premier Floor features 

modestly sized office compartments and boasts 

a modern urban interior design with marble 

flooring and walls. Equipped with a lounge akin to 

that of a top-notch hotel, the floor offers prestige 

services, with bilingual concierges on call during 

office hours. Tenants include up-and-coming 

venture companies operating globally, as well 

as international companies who started their 

business in the Japanese market. This fully serviced, 

luxurious office space—complete with reception, 

lounge, and meeting rooms—is ideal for growing 

companies of all sizes looking to accelerate their 

reach into one of the world’s most vibrant markets.

Born anew

Wrapping up the tour before lunch, the executives 

visited the Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum, a 

recreation of the original Mitsubishi Ichigokan 

building, which stood on the same location and 

housed the headquarters of Mitsubishi.

Designed by British architect Josiah Conder, the 

original building—with its 19th-century, Western-

style red-brick design—was completed in 1894 as 

one of the first Western-style office buildings in the 

Marunouchi district. It was demo lished in 1968 to 

make way for a modern building. The building was 

rebuilt in 2010 and was recreated as faithfully as 

possible using as reference photographs believed 

to date from the building’s construction, blueprints, 

drawings, and extant structural components.

The original specifications were followed down 

to the last detail. For example, the red bricks used 

were specially ordered and produced in the exact 

same handmade way as in the 19th century. Even 

details such as the doorknobs being placed lower, 

because the average height of a Japanese person 

at the time was 15 centimeters shorter than now, 

have been followed to a tee.

And during a visit, you can enjoy a meal at the 

Café 1894, located in the hall originally occupied 

by the banking depart ment featuring the original 

bank counter windows.

Parting impressions

Following the tour, there was one thing on which 

all the CEOs could agree: their understanding of 

the Marunouchi area’s rich history and business 

appeal had been expanded.

“I was very impressed to see the vision 

Mitsubishi Estate has for the area near Tokyo 

Station,” said Wolfe. “Not only are they a building 

owner, but you can see they are a real estate devel-

oper with vision—from the innova tion business 

center type places to the vision of Tokyo itself”.

Another participant echoed those comments, 

saying it was inspiring to see that vision, from the 

water purification systems below to the beautiful 

office spaces above that are so conveniently 

located near Tokyo Station. Because of Mitsubishi 

Estate’s approach to development, they said 

that it isn’t Shinjuku or Shibuya that comes to 

mind when thinking of the center of the city, but 

rather Marunouchi.

And that’s why one CEO left the tour saying: 

“Our next Tokyo office should be here. Being 

in Marunouchi shows that your company is a 

serious player in the Japan market”. 
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L ooking back over 2019, I am, yet again, 

grateful for a fantastic range of inspiring 

people whom I met and interviewed.

British entertainers whom I wrote about in 

these pages include some legendary names in 

music, such as Bruce Foxton from The Jam, Glen 

Matlock from The Sex Pistols, Graham Gouldman 

from 10cc, Glenn Tilbrook from Squeeze and 

Les McKeown from The Bay City Rollers. Other 

prominent groups included Johnny Hates Jazz, 

Maxi Priest, The 1975, Snow Patrol and Two Door 

FROM ONE YEAR 
TO THE NEXT

BY GUY PERRYMAN MBE

Cinema Club. There were also West End stars 

Kerry Ellis and Alexandra Burke as well as 

legendary fashion designer Paul Smith.

Not everything made it to the page, however, 

so here are a few extra moments I shared with 

other prominent Brits through the year.

Bluey

Founder of London-based acid jazz group 

Incognito, Bluey was particularly thrilled that, 

in 2019, Incognito were celebrating their 40th 

year in music. He wanted to thank the Japanese 

fans who have not only stayed loyal to him and 

the music but also grown in numbers over the 

years—as evidenced by the 10 sold-out shows at 

the Blue Note Tokyo that kept us warm on chilly 

nights in December.

Bluey talked with me about a standout moment 

from 40 years of live shows performed around 

the world. At one taking place on his birthday, 

as a surprise he was joined on stage by Stevie 

Wonder to sing the legend’s classic celebratory 

tune “Happy Birthday”. Bluey’s positive vibes and 

music carry over into the new year with Incognito’s 

latest album—possibly one of their best—the 

appropriately titled Tomorrow’s New Dream.

BEHIND THE MIC

Sam Fender

Singer-songwriter and actor Sam Fender (above), 

who was on the BBC Sound of 2018 list and 

performed at Summer Sonic 2019, shared with me 

some of his favourite British music festivals. He 

talked about how it has been his lifelong dream to 

play the Glastonbury Festival. He was supposed to 

do so in 2019 but had to cancel at the last minute 

due to illness. He said that he will get there this year.

Fender also mentioned the Boardmasters 

Festival, held annually since 1981 in Newquay, 

Cornwall. The event, which combines live music, 

surfing and skateboarding, was cancelled last year 

the day before it was to open due to extreme 

weather. Dates for 2020, however, have been 

confirmed for 5–9 August—ideal for anyone 

wishing to enjoy a Cornish beach break.

Guy and Bluey
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Circa Waves

This four-member rock group from Liverpool 

played at Summer Sonic 2019. They recommended 

to me their favourite festival in the UK, the Coombe 

Weekender, which takes place in early August in 

the grounds of the 12th- century Coombe Abbey 

in Coventry and features indie, rock, pop, funk and 

dance music. They mentioned that the location is 

really lovely and the festival has great facilities and is 

well organised. Circa Waves also gave me a terrific 

description of why they love festivals: “They are a 

bit like a birthday party with all your friends, food 

and music!”

Haruma Miura

In 2019, my radio programme also featured 

interviews with Japanese entertainers who have 

connections with the UK. This included model, 

BEHIND THE MIC

Live music shows, theatre and other entertainment will 

be impacted by the Games as venues, sound, stage and 

production companies are booked for Olympic activities.

Games running from July to September. Looking 

ahead, some live music shows, theatre and other 

entertainment will be impacted by the Games as 

venues, sound, stage and production companies 

are booked for Olympic activities.

Japan’s leading summer music event, the Fuji 

Rock Festival, which is usually held on the last 

weekend of July, will be moved to August 21–23 at 

its usual Naeba Ski Resort home in the mountains 

of Niigata Prefecture.

Summer Sonic, which takes place in Tokyo 

and Osaka annually in mid-August at large sports 

and entertainment complexes, will take a hiatus in 

2020 because of the Olympics.

As we move from one year to the next, I leave 

you with a quote from musician and producer 

Ian Broudie, of British pop group The Lightning 

Seeds, who was in a band named Big In Japan 

back in the 1980s. Ironically, the group only played 

live in Japan for the first time in 2019. He was 

delighted to be here and shared his thoughts on 

the power of music.

“I think music is underestimated, always. I think 

it is a form of magic, really in a scientific way, that 

I can’t understand. It goes out on the airwaves. 

It goes all over the world to people of different 

cultures. You meet someone in Tokyo and, even 

though you’re a completely different type of person, 

your song has meant something emotionally to that 

person and connected. It’s an amazing thing, really. 

I think, at the peak times of our lives—whether it’s 

the saddest times or the happiest times, at sport 

where, at that moment, you burst into song or at a 

wedding—it’s always music. It is the soundtrack to 

your life and to your feelings”.

Here’s to more in 2020. 

Matt Burney

The British Council Japan’s 

former director had a chat 

with me the day before 

he left Japan to take up his 

new post as director of the 

British Council China. After a 22-year career in 

international relations, Burney emphasised how 

valuable it had been for him to learn, and now 

to promote, the power of engaging with other 

peoples and cultures, having dialogue and healthy 

arguments, building trust, as well as improving 

personal and business relationships for ultimately 

greater prosperity. Burney was also a bit sad to 

be leaving Japan when the UK in Japan 2019–20 

campaign he helped create was just getting 

underway, building business opportunities that 

would conti nue into the new year and beyond.

actor and stage musical performer Haruma Miura, 

who spent time in the UK studying English and 

polishing his skills watching a number of West End 

shows. He is singing on stage in Tokyo this month 

with Cynthia Erivo—a Grammy, Tony and Emmy 

award-winning British actress and singer—who has 

starred in West End and Broadway hits such as 

The Color Purple and Sister Act. Miura said he was 

extremely excited and honoured to be joining such 

a talent from the London stage in his hometown.

ReN

This upcoming Japanese 

singer-songwriter in his 

mid-twenties lived in the 

UK for one year as an 

exchange student in 2010. 

He talked with me about 

the big impact that his time there—in particular 

discovering the music of Ed Sheeran—has had on 

his music and future. It was a clarifying moment for 

ReN, who now could see how his own music and 

songwriting might develop. Writing in English and 

Japanese with heartfelt personal stories could make 

2020 a very good year for this talented songsmith.

Sounds ahead

This will, of course, be a special year for Japan 

with the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic 
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ARTS UK CULTURE IN JAPAN
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MEGAN CASSON 
megan@custom-media.com

MISA YASHIRO
coordinator@custom-media.com

1

UNTIL 29 MARCH
Future and the Arts: AI, Robotics, Cities, Life— 

How Humanity Will Live Tomorrow

An international project supported in part by a grant from the 

Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation, this exhibition comprises 

more than 100 works in five distinct sections. Themes include: 

neo-metabolism architecture; possible designs of future cities; 

lifestyle and design innovations; and the ethical issues of 

human augmentation.

Mori Art Museum

Roppongi Hills Mori Tower 53F

6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-6150

Price: ¥1,800

03-5777-8600  |  www.mori.art.museum/en

◉ FREE TICKETS: We have five pairs of free tickets for this event.

2

23, 28–29 JANUARY
Philharmonia Orchestra

The London-based Philharmonia Orchestra, founded by classical 

record producer Walter Legge in 1945, will be performing works by 

Mahler, Ravel, Salonen, Sibelius, Shostakovich and Stravinsky under 

the direction of conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen. Violinist Sayaka Shoji 

will perform on January 23 and 28.

Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre Concert Hall

1-8-1 Nishi-Ikebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0021

Price: ¥12,000–24,000

0570-010-296  |  www.geigeki.jp

◉ We have discount tickets available for this event.

3

23 AND 24 JANUARY
Ardal O’Hanlon

Irish comedian, actor and writer Ardal O’Hanlon is bringing 

his award-winning humour to the Good Heavens pub in 

Shimokitazawa. Called “highly entertaining and frequently 

brilliant” by the Irish Independent, O’Hanlon has headlined 

and hosted the BBC’s Live at the Apollo and recorded a one-

man special for the US television network Comedy Central.

Good Heavens British pub

2F, 5-32-5 Daizawa, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 155-0032

Price: ¥6,000

03-3411-6774  |  https://ardalatgoodheavens.peatix.com

2

3

1
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◉
To apply for giveaways, please send an email with your name, 

address and telephone number to: coordinator@custom-media.com

Winners will be picked at random.

4

25 JANUARY–5 FEBRUARY
Every Brilliant Thing

This much-talked-about solo show, written jointly by the 

energetic British playwright Duncan Macmillan and actor 

Jonny Donahoe, is characterised by its distinctive, unique 

performance format in which the performer interacts with 

the audience to explore the brilliant things in life. It will have 

its Japanese-language premiere in a collaboration between 

Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre and Ryutopia Niigata City 

Performing Arts Centre.

PHOTO: MINNA HATINEN

Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre

1-8-1 Nishi-Ikebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0021

Price: ¥1,000–5,000

0570-010-296

www.geigeki.jp

◉ FREE TICKETS: We have three pairs of free tickets for this event.

5

24 JANUARY–31 MARCH
Edie

This film by Scottish director Simon Hunter stars English 

actress Sheila Hancock CBE and tells the story of an 83-year-

old woman pursuing her lifelong dream of climbing Scotland’s 

Suilven mountain after the death of her husband. Edie won 

the Juried Narrative Prize at the Berkshire International Film 

Festival and the International Narrative Prize at the Cleveland 

International Film Festival in 2018.

Cine Switch Ginza

4-4-5 Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0061 

(Also showing at other locations.)

Price: Various

03-3561-0707  |  www.at-e.co.jp/film/edie

6

7 FEBRUARY
Paul Galbraith

Internationally renowned Scottish guitarist Paul Galbraith 

will give a recital in Tokyo on the eight-string Brahms guitar, 

which he developed in 1994 together with David Rubio. 

The programme will include J.S. Bach’s Prelude, Fugue and 

Allegro in E-flat (BWV998), Scriabin’s 6 Preludes, as well as 

“Cataluña” and “Sevilla” from Albeniz’s Suite Española No. 1.

St. Mary’s Cathedral, Tokyo

3-16-15 Sekiguchi, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112-0014

Price: ¥3,500–4,500

090-2644-6401

◉ FREE TICKETS: We have six pairs of free tickets for this event.

5

4

6
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COMMUNITY

1

From left: British Chamber of Commerce in Japan 

(BCCJ) Executive Director Lori Henderson MBE, 

Global Perspectives co-founder and BCCJ Executive 

Committee member Tove Kinooka, and Lowell 

Sheppard, Asia-Pacific director of HOPE Interna -

tional Develop ment Agency. Kinooka and Sheppard 

spoke at The Climate Crisis and Business: 24 Hours 

of Action event at the BCCJ Hub on 21 November.

UK–JAPAN EVENTS 

2

BBC Tokyo correspondent Rupert Wingfield-Hayes 

delivered the speech at the Japan-British Society 

(JBS) annual dinner, at which the 2019 JBS awards 

were announced, on 28 November at The Okura 

Tokyo (page 23).

3

The BCCJ and the Royal Society for the Encourage-

ment of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce 

co-hosted The Future of Education, an event 

moderated by Kirsten O’Connor, founder and 

chief executive of BCCJ member firm Quest Tokyo, 

at the BCCJ Hub on 10 December (page 17).

4

This month the BCCJ welcomes Sarah Backley 

as associate director. She will be taking on key 

management responsibilities while Executive 

Director Lori Henderson MBE is on maternity 

leave starting in February.

1 2
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COMMUNITY

BCCJ ACUMEN readers are welcome to 

email recent UK–Japan event photos 

with captions and credits for the editor to 

consider: publisher@custom-media.com

5

The Knights in White Lycra (KIWL), a fundraising 

group that helps volunteers get fit while giving 

back to disadvantaged children in care in Japan, 

held its Go-Go 23km run along the Arakawa River 

in November to support a local kids home in 

Kawagoe, Saitama Prefecture. Read more about 

KIWL on page 9.

6

A charity ball was held on 22 November to mark 

the 30th anniversary of The British School in Tokyo 

(BST) and raise funds for United World Schools, 

a UK-based charity that builds schools and trains 

teachers in remote areas of South-East Asia. 

All funds raised at the event will support the 

building of a primary school in Nepal.

7

Three members of the Brave Blossoms, 

Japan’s national rugby team, visited BST for 

an interesting and insightful Q&A session 

with students on 7 November.

8

BST students ran a beautiful course near 

Mount Fuji during the school’s Primary and 

Secondary Fuji Relay on 8–10 November.

6

87
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Five Minutes with
Thomas Heatherwick
In Japan TV sat down with Thomas Heatherwick, 

the award-winning designer behind the London 2012 

Olympic & Paralympic Games Cauldron, the British 

Pavilion at the Shanghai Expo, and many more marvels 

of modern design. Watch our video to hear his insights 

on the upcoming Toranomon–Azabudai Project by 

Mori Building Co., Ltd. and more.

www.injapantv.com WATCH NOW

To be featured on In Japan TV, please contact: Edvard Vondra • 03-4540-7730 • edvard@custom-media.com

All profits go directly to RIJ    �    https://rij-npo.org

Building Resilience in Your Organisation
(Half-day practical skill-building workshop)

Join this workshop to understand how stress 
impacts productivity and working relationships, 
and learn a simple, practical framework for 
developing a resilient mindset and behaviours.

For full details, please contact: info@rij-npo.org

How can you better cope with challenges, 

change and uncertainty? What behaviours 

are holding you back? How do you find 

and create new business opportunities?
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FENG SHUI: 2020
What to expect in the Year of the Metal Rat

BY MICHIAKI TANAKA

N ew National Stadium. Athletes’ Village. 

Expanded Shibuya Station. Yes, we’re 

ready for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and 

Paralympic Games! Will it be a good year? Will 

we have many opportunities for success?

The Lunar New Year starts on 25 January, but 

with conflict between the United States and Iran 

starting off the month—as well as the threat of 

recession—some people are worried. Many think 

that things will get worse in 2020. Will they? 

Let’s find out by reading the feng shui chart.

FORECAST

have problems, but we can expect that world 

leaders will end the fighting in a good way.

This annual chart formation is the same as it was 

nine years ago, because the nine numbers move 

sequentially. So, 2020 will be something like 2011.

Looking back at 2011, we see:

• Military intervention in Libya

• Egyptian revolution

• Strong hostility in the Middle East

• The Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami

• Riots in London

It was quite a rough year.

To go deeper, let’s look at another feng 

shui chart.

The eight-cell chart also describes the year. 

Let’s compare 2020 and 2011. By reading the 

balance of top and bottom cells, we can determine 

the stability of the year.

To get right to the point, problems will not be 

as big this year as they were in 2011, when there 

were four clashes. In 2020, there is only one. More 

make for a rough year. Fewer bring stability. But the 

earth–wood clash in the month column may bring 

serious cash flow problems. If you are in business, 

you can never be too prepared.

Business opportunities

The rat is the first of the 12 animal signs, so 2020 is 

the beginning of a new astrological cycle. There are 

five types of rat, one for each classical element: 

water, wood, fire, earth and metal. This is the Year 

of the Metal Rat, which last came around in 1960.

Ancient Chinese scholars believed that the 

five elements related to one another. For example, 

metal produces water, fire produces earth, water 

destroys fire, and metal destroys wood. They 

believed balance among the elements brings good 

luck while clashes bring bad luck.

The metal and water combination seen on the 

chart is wonderful because metal creates water in 

the cycle of nature, so this brings new opportunities 

and money. The clash of earth, wood and tiger, 

however, may cause cash flow problems.

Also on the chart we see fire with earth as well 

as earth with metal, both productive combinations. 

The ox and rooster are good friends, so this is a 

very strong sign of improvement—especially in 

the second half of the year.

Metal is wealth

On this eight-cell chart for 2020, wealth results 

from the element of metal. In 2019, it was fire. 

Wearing metallic colours—gold, silver and white—

will attract wealth luck this year.

Growth energy

As Lunar New Year’s Day is on 25 January, it comes 

before the first day of spring on 4 February. So, 

this year we have spring. In 2019 and 2018, we did 

not have spring, because New Year’s Day fell after 

4 February.

When a year has spring, seeds develop good 

roots. This means that we can grow new business 

steadily or can have good success in achieving 

our goals. This year, your hard work will pay off 

thanks to strong growth energy.

Though hostile energy is dominant, 2020 will 

bring many opportunities. The year has stability. 

Things will not worsen. I wish you a wonderful 

Year of the Metal Rat. 
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The nine-section grid above is called the Annual 

Flying Star Chart. The centre grid indicates the trend 

for the whole year, which in 2020 is seven.

Seven represents robbery, financial loss and 

betrayal. It is also the star of violence, so people 

tend to fight easily. We should take care of this first.

Take a deep breath before responding in a way 

that leads to an argument. Wise people say, “Out of 

the mouth comes evil” and “Think today and speak 

tomorrow”. Restraint is the right attitude for 2020.

Meanwhile, lucky number eight is in the north-

west, which is the direction associated with male 

leaders. This symbolises good leadership. We may 
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METAL EARTH WOOD WATER

2020 forecast
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OPINION

T he best laid schemes o’ mice an’ men 

Gang aft a-gley”. So said the 18th-century 

Scottish poet Robert Burns in his 1786 

work “To A Mouse”. Of Mice and Men, the American 

novelist John Steinbeck’s well-known novella, 

takes its title from the Burns poem.

Mice are very much in vogue in Japan at the 

moment. They adorn shop windows, serve as 

cake decorations, and are printed on greeting 

cards. As most readers of ACUMEN will know, 

this current popularity of mice is due to the fact 

that 2020 is the Year of the Mouse—or the Rat—

on the Japanese eto calendar of zodiac signs. The 

calendar comprises 12 kanji characters indicating 

animals, each of which gets to step onto centre 

stage once every 12 years. Having completed the 

cycle with the Year of the Boar in 2019, we have 

just begun yet another 12-year procession with 

the coming of the mouse.

Political animals

I had rather hoped that Boris Johnson was a mouse 

man. That would have brought him nicely into 

these discussions. No such luck. Born in 1964, his 

sign is the dragon. It is also mine. I wonder if this 

should make me happy?

His (soon to be erstwhile) opponent, the Labour 

Party’s Jeremy Corbyn, just missed being a mouse 

man. Born in 1949, his creature is the bull, and it is 

bullish power that will be required for the Labour 

Party to make it back from the darkness into which 

it has now fallen.

Tony Blair, who brought to Labour all those 

days in the sun, was a snake man. On second 

thoughts, the cunning of the serpent may be much 

more what Labour needs at this moment, rather 

than the brute force of the bull. Just in passing, 

I should perhaps also mention that Margaret 

Thatcher, born in 1925, was a bull lady. How fitting.

Brexit birth

“Mountains will go into labour, and a silly little 

mouse will be born”. These words of wisdom were 

uttered by the Roman poet Quintus Horatius 

Flaccus, otherwise known as Horace. Japanese 

people are very fond of quoting this phrase. All 

that fuss and what came out of it? Nothing, really. 

This, the Japanese people feel, is what keeps 

happening when talk of fundamental reforms 

and radical change comes up in politics, business, 

education, regulation, sport and what have you.

Is this what is about to happen as Boris 

Johnson goes forth to get Brexit done in this Year 

of the Mouse? The Brexit mountains certainly 

did go into very painful and prolonged labour. 

What is born surely cannot afford to be a silly 

little mouse. Certainly not silly. Little might not 

be so bad if it means little change to the lives of 

Britons. But if that is the case, what was the point 

of the whole exercise?

More to the point, the labour of the mountains 

surely is not yet over. Or, more precisely, aren’t 

they about to start all over again as the pursuit of 

a new relationship between Brexited Britain and 

the European Union kicks off? And if that new 

process gives birth to a silly big mouse? That would 

spell trouble not only for Britain but for its trading 

partners in and outside the EU. Totally unable to 

imagine what kind of a mouse will emerge from 

the Brexit mountains, Japanese businesses by now 

will have been reduced to offering up prayers that 

it, at least, turns out to be a little one.

Painting solutions

Another mouse that features large in Japanese 

culture is Sesshu’s mouse. Sesshu is a 15th-century 

ink painter of great renown. Legend has it that 

when he was a little boy training to be a zen 

monk, he simply could not concentrate on his 

studies. He kept drawing and painting instead. As 

punishment, his mentor tied him to a pillar in the 

temple. Even as he shed tears of regret, the young 

Sesshu still could not stop drawing. He drew on 

the floor using his spilled tears and a foot. What 

he drew was a mouse. Coming back to see how 

Sesshu was faring, his mentor discovered a mouse 

scuttling around Sesshu’s feet. Or so he thought. 

Sesshu’s mouse was lifelike enough to defy a great 

zen master’s powers of observation. The master 

relents and allows Sesshu to concentrate on 

his drawing.

A Kabuki play based on the Sesshu legend has 

the painter’s granddaughter caught in the middle 

of a complex intrigue which puts her in the same 

plight as Sesshu. She is tied to a cherry tree by her 

enemies. She remembers her grandfather’s feat 

and draws a mouse on the ground with cherry 

blossom petals. The mouse comes alive and bites 

through the rope that holds her captive.

I have no idea whether Boris Johnson is a 

painter. Is he capable of drawing a competent 

mouse that can bite through the rope that binds 

him to the Brexit pillar? The year of the mouse 

should reveal all. 

What is born surely  
cannot afford to be a  

silly little mouse.
“

OF MICE  
AND MEN

BY NORIKO HAMA
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Time for an upgrade 
Time for MORI LIVING

An English-speaking concierge who helps you 

book a table at one of Tokyo’s hottest restaurants. 

Starting the day off with a delicious, freshly made 

breakfast. On-site gym facilities that let you keep 

fit around the clock. With MORI LIVING’s serviced 
apartments, there’s no reason to settle for less. www.moriliving.com
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